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would be a super-parliamentary body, ulti-
mately not amenable to the control of the
electorate: that its creation would be incon-
sistent with the declaration of 1917, by which
British India was promised responsible govern-
ment: that under the scheme the Parliament
of British India would be a subordinate legis-
lative body with only limited authority. These
objections can, however, be satisfactorily met.
The Federal Council, as representing the
whole of India, would undoubtedly be a super-
parliamentary body, but two-thirds of its
members would be elected members of the
British Indian Legislature. Thus the pre-
ponderant voice in the Federal Council would
be that of the elected representatives of British
India, and therefore from the practical point
of view the objection that the Federal Council
w^ould be a super-parliamentary body would
appear to be invalid.
The argument that the declaration of 1917
promised responsible government and that the
scheme here advocated would, if carried out,
nullify that declaration is equally insubstan-
tial. The declaration of 1917 referred to the
future of British India alone. So far as purely
British Indian affairs are concerned, there